Faculty Development Plan 2015-2018
Name
Church History and Doctrine
Brigham Young University

My Faculty Development Plan is the result of my participation in the Brigham Young University
Faculty Development Series in the Fall 2015 and the Spring 2016. I am trained as a Russian historian
with particular interest in the intersection of religious communities in the political and public realms.
My teaching load consists of World Religions (REL C 351), Survey of Judaism and Islam (REL C
357), Foundations of the Restoration (REL C 225), and Doctrine and Covenants (REL C 325). I
spent one year as a visiting faculty member here (2014-2015) and have just completed my first year
in the CFS track (2015-2016).

I. Teaching Self-Assessment
For Brigham Young University Faculty in Religious Education, one of the greatest responsibilities is
teaching students from across the university. Students in my courses come from every major and
college, and as such, it is my responsibility to create courses structured on principles that will interest
a wide range of students with varied academic backgrounds. In order to do this, I will work with the
Center for Teaching and Learning, my Department Chair, my mentor, and other faculty to find
classroom procedures and content that will draw in more students. My goal is to build a course that
a science major, a history major, and a business student will all find engaging and relevant to their
personal interests and goals.
As a professor in Religious Education where teaching competency is measured as the highest
priority within our responsibilities, I have placed greater priority on the process of improving my
teaching at all levels, for conceptual and structural aspects, to the delivery of the individual lectures
and content. I have carefully studied my student evaluations and annotated them with specific,
recurring areas where I need to improve and change the course and my approach as a teacher. I
recognize that many of my students appreciate my style of teaching, which tends to be fairly relaxed
and discussion based. While this is my preferred method, there are some students who want more
tightness to the lectures. I have addressed this concern and will implement several practices given
me through the FDS breakout sessions.
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I want every student to succeed and so I spend a great deal of time getting to know my students so
that we can work together, rather than against each other, to accomplish this goal. I invite every
student into my office at the beginning of the semester and we talk about their interest in the class,
their desired outcomes, and a bit about their background. I will work harder to identify students
who are struggling throughout the semester and attempt to contact them early on in the semester
whenever possible. There are some students who have felt that my attendance policy was too strict
and that they should not have been penalized as severely. I will revisit this with my mentor and
others to see if it fits within the range of our department.
I am always trying to improve the delivery of content for my students and will continue to do so as I
work with CTL and my mentor to improve my teaching. This will include rethinking how I present
the slides in class (information, appearance, etc.) and how I lead the discussions. I tend to have a
fairly fluid class and I need to work on tightening up some of the time in class so that we can
address the material that students are tested on in the exams.
There are certainly areas where I can see for significant improvement on my part and I will work to
improve those areas. I have mentioned some of them in the section below titled, Steps Planned or
Taken to Improve Teaching and Student Learning.

Course Development Project – Survey of World Religions (REL C 351)
Course Background: REL C 351 Survey of World Religions explores the origins, theology,
scriptural works, and religious practices of world religious traditions, including: Judaism, Christianity,
Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Shinto. This course is intended to
be a survey for students to gain exposure to ideas and practices associated with major world religions
and serves as a gateway for learning more about the cultures and locations that gave rise to each
religion. Most importantly, the course is intended to help students understand better the major
issues surrounding political, social, cultural, and religious events occurring in the world today.
Students are expected to gain greater sensitivity to other religions while recognizing that interfaith
activity involves much more than simply looking past doctrinal differences, but rather requires that
difficult issues be addressed and dealt with in respectful, thoughtful, and meaningful ways.
This course has a general set of Course Outcomes listed in the University Course Catalog
but they are very poorly organized and methodologically they are problematic. As a result, I have
created my own set of expected Learning Outcomes that address those listed in the course catalog
while allowing me to shape the course as I see fit. Within Religious Education, we currently have
four professors teaching the Survey of World Religions. This course is an elective course that counts
for two of the fourteen required religion credits for all students at BYU.
One of the immeasurable goals of this class is to increase student desire to engage with other
faith communities and to seek out opportunities for collaboration in community, government, and
educational settings. This course is, I believe, a course that asks students to consider opportunities
for interfaith engagement for its own sake, but also because these endeavors are critical to real life
situations that they will encounter regardless of their chosen profession or location. The importance
of religious understanding and awareness of religious differences is a major element of international
relations, legal issues, and national policy agendas. US Secretary of State John Kerry recently
commented: "If I went back to college today, I think I would probably major in comparative religion, because that's
how integrated it is in everything that we are working on and deciding and thinking about in life today." As well,
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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints leaders are placing renewed emphasis on improving
relations by identifying areas of commonality and opportunities for united work with other faith
groups. In fact, the desire to know about and encourage other religions to prosper stems from one
of the core tenets of the LDS faith. "We claim the privilege of worshipping Almighty God according to the
dictates of our own conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship how, where or what they
may" (Article of Faith 1:11). Further, President Thomas S. Monson, suggested: "I would encourage
members of the Church wherever they may be to show kindness and respect for all people
everywhere. The world in which we live is filled with diversity. We can and should demonstrate
respect toward those whose beliefs differ from ours" (April 2008, General Conference address). Our
approach will be to look at each religion in as an object of study, and begin our inquiry by examining
the beliefs and practices on their own terms.
Learning Outcomes: The expected Learning Outcomes for REL C 351 Survey of World Religions
are:
1. Know best practices for engaging with and learning about other religions.
Rationale: As students encounter people of other faiths and cultures, they need to be aware of
the parameters of socially and culturally acceptable behaviors. One of the ways to assure positive
experiences for students within the scope of this course, but more importantly beyond the
boundaries of this course, is to provide them with tools and best practices for talking with others
about faith and religious practice. One of the overriding themes within every lecture of this course is
to approach each religion from Krister Stendahl’s principles of religious study, particularly the idea
of “Holy Envy.” To employ “Holy Envy” is to approach each faith from the inquisitive stance that
one can actively learn about another’s religion and seek to better understand those elements that
could further develop a form of faith or testimony within their own practice.
2. Be able to discuss and analyze (generally, but with academic rigor) various books of
sacred texts and scriptures.
Rationale: One of the central aims of this course is to get students to understand the value of
scriptural texts within various religious traditions. In order to do so, students will read portions of
texts in translations that target common religious or theological themes and questions that are
common to our tradition as well. As part of this, students will also approach a sacred religious text
and seek to understand 1) its origins, 2) its content, 3) the role that the texts occupy within the
tradition. Students will develop an appreciation for sacred texts as central to the formation of
religious identity, practice, and belief of others, and by extension will be invited to explore and
engage with their own sacred texts consistently and often in this course.
3. Be able to articulate central doctrines, practices, and beliefs of other religious traditions.
Rationale: Students will be taught the core doctrines and beliefs and shown how these relate to
religious practice within the various faith traditions that we encounter. In order to have any
significant engagement with individuals from other faiths, we need to know something (however
general) that is accurate and representative of that faith. I want students to know something about
these religious practices so that they begin to engage others from a position of common
understanding or appreciation of those beliefs or practices. This has real-world application as
highlighted in a recent email I received from a student:
“I wanted to share with you a neat experience that I had as I traveled home from BYU on Saturday. I think
it really shows the significance and importance of your class. I was flying home to LA and an Indian man sat
down next to me on the plane. I asked him where he was headed and he explained that he lived in LA. We
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talked for a minute about his work trip in Salt Lake and I mentioned that I just finished up my second
semester at BYU. He didn’t know what BYU was so I explained it was the “Mormon School”. He laughed
and told me a Mormon joke. After a little bit of small talk, I asked if he was religious. He replied that he
was a Hindu. I told him that I just took a World Religions course at BYU and studied Hinduism. It was
incredible to see how my basic knowledge of Hinduism was able to spark a religious conversation where we
were both able to share our beliefs. He had some questions about why non-members could not enter into the
temple and I was able to use my knowledge of Hinduism to draw on a comparison that helped him
understand. I do not believe that we would have been able to be so open about our beliefs if I was not able to
build his trust by showing him that I had some sort of knowledge of what he believed. I am grateful for your
class and the opportunity that I had to gain Holy Envy for the religions we studied.”
4. Be able to summarize key events surrounding the founder’s life for each religion where
applicable.
Rationale: Just as we begin to teach others the gospel by explaining and testifying of Joseph Smith
and his role as prophet and translator of sacred texts, I want my students to be able to explain the
life, context, and central theology of the founders (where applicable) for each of the religions that we
study. It is imperative that students understand this if they are to grasp the nature of the religious
beliefs, religious authority, and continuity of community for each of the traditions studied in this
course.
5. Experience other religious communities in action and in sacred space through directed
engagement in religious services.
Rationale: One area where this class is unique to our department is that I require students to
engage with religious communities in real time, in sacred space. I want students to begin thinking
about other believers and their experience, their approach to spirituality, and the importance of
religious ritual. To this end, I encourage students to attend worship services of other communities
near BYU and reflect on that experience. Students often enjoy this element of the course more than
any other activity. This is an essential element of student learning as it opens up doors for new
understandings of religiousity.
6. Broaden and strengthen student testimony of the gospel of Jesus Christ and be able to see
other religions and believers from a perspective of trust and common origins.
Rationale: As a result of this course, all students should emerge with a deepened understanding and
testimony of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Ideally, classroom discussions and student engagement with
the material will draw them to the great theological questions of human history, seeking knowledge
and spiritual confirmation of eternal truths taught and recorded in scripture.
Course Activities:
Assessments of Student Learning:
Students will be participating in the learning process through content mastery and application of that
material. Further, this course aims to have students use opportunities to reflect on their own
experiences and I have designed student assignments that allow them to engage faith communities
other than their own. I will be visiting each of these communities for religious services during the
semester and will encourage students to join me or attend one of the services on their own. This
assignment allows students to meet with other faithful members of various world religious
communities and see how they practice and worship.
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Students Learning will be measured through traditional midterm and final exams, a research paper,
and small stakes assessments that serve both to reward students but also to provide immediate
feedback on where they are in their learning and mastery of content.
The following is a brief rationale for each assignment that students will complete during this
semester (this is straight from the syllabus).
1. Introductory Video: As your guide for your exploration of World Religions, I want to get to
know you as a person and as a fellow traveler on this journey. On the day of the drop/add
deadline, you will need to complete a brief (2-3 minute) video through digital dialogue that
introduces yourself and explains why you want to participate in this course, and then explain
the main idea of the William Scott Green reading assignment. This will provide me the
opportunity to get to know you and allow you to verbalize your understanding of a
foundational reading for this course.
2. In Office Visit: Each student is required to attend a brief office visit in my office (275 A
JSB) where we will discuss the course, your interests and majors, your academic preparedness,
and I will attempt to assuage any concerns and answer questions you may have during the
first few weeks of the course.
3. Community Visit: Each student will attend one religious community that is not part of their
own religious tradition. There are three parts of the project that will need to be completed in
the following order: a) prepare for the visit (call ahead or find the community webpage to
check on dress code, service times, holiday schedule, etc); b) visit the community for one
religious service; c) write a one-page reflection paper that examines the service and the sacred
space surrounding the service. You should also reflect on what you learned about spirituality
during the service. One of the most important goals of this course is to get students to
appreciate, or exercise Holy Envy, of other religious traditions and spend time observing
others as they worship God.
4. Reading Check Quizzes: Students in university level courses are expected to master the
reading material so that they can better engage the classroom discussions and obtain the
foundational knowledge needed to become conversant in the religions covered in this course.
In order to aid students in this mastery process, students will submit one quiz for each week’s
assigned readings. These will simply test whether students are able to navigate the basic terms
and concepts of each religious tradition prior to the classroom discussions. These will help
me know where students need greater clarification in the lectures and where the concepts
have been sufficiently mastered. The quizzes are taken on Learning Suite and will be due by
8:00 am on the day the readings are assigned.
5. On Campus visits: During the semester students will be invited to a number of on campus
visits by religious leaders, scholars, and others who will share their religious experiences and
beliefs with members of the BYU community. These are opportunities to find connections
between what we do in class and what others say about their beliefs and practices. Students
need to engage with lived religion as part of their exploration of world religions and therefore
they will encounter those who hold beliefs different than their own and reflect on the
process. Students will submit a one-page reflection paper for each of these assignments.
Students are responsible to attend two of these sessions during the semester and submit an
assignment for each one. These are due within three days of attendance for each session.
6. Textual Analysis: Students will invest significant effort and time into researching and writing
a four-page paper that examines the uses and meaning of sacred texts within one of the
religions we explore during the semester. This must be a coherent, well-developed paper that
brings to light the uses of religious texts, their meaning for communities, and the content of
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the chosen book. Students will read the chosen text in translation and then explore the ways
that the religions use that book. This will allow students to foster their own interest in
learning more about a specific religious tradition and its textual nature. In order to complete
the paper, students will need to meet with the professor during office hours during the
semester to discuss their outline and a draft of the paper before submitting a final draft. This
should be completed well in advance of the due date. I am happy to have students join me in
small groups to discuss the papers about a specific text so that we can arrange for a
communal learning experience. More details available on learning suite.
7. Midterm and Final Exams: Students will submit a midterm exam and a final exam as
evidence of their learning experience. There will be ample opportunity to prepare for these
exams through study guides and through office hour discussions. This will measure student
mastery of the content presented in the course and contained in the textbooks.
8. Midterm Evaluation: This is an opportunity for students help improve the course. This is an
informal (though seriously considered) evaluation that provides important feedback to the
instructor. Please take the opportunity to complete this evaluation.
Steps Planned or Taken to Improve Teaching and Student Learning
Having now finished a first year and having the opportunity to reflect, I see there are a few areas
that I can improve upon to make my courses better suit student learning and help them achieve the
objectives and outcomes outlined in the syllabus. Based upon my BYU annual stewardship letter
written by my former department chair, who believes I am a “competent, but not gifted, instructor,”
there are four areas where my teaching needs to improve. These include keeping course discussions
“on topic,” responding to questions with a short answer rather than full explanation, making lectures
“more interesting,” and eliminating “pop quizzes.” While I agree with the first three points, I don’t
quite understand the final one as all quizzes are listed on the syllabus. Nevertheless, I will be sure to
never have a “pop quiz” in my class unless it is a simple participation activity that is used as a quick
barometer for student engagement or learning with a particular concept. All of these tend to fall in
the realm of course management and thus I am confident that these can be addressed effectively
through the plan outlined here.
One of the areas where my teaching can be improved significantly is in my focusing my responses to
students to answer their questions with just enough detail and information to assuage them without
becoming overbearing with multiple examples and ideas that more fully respond to their questions.
In order to do this, I will be sure to pause briefly before answering to formulate the succinct answer
and then allow them to respond with further questioning if needed. There are occasions where more
complete answers are needed, but in those instances where a quick answer will work equally well, I
will focus upon that without the added details or commentary. In order to monitor this aspect of my
teaching, I will invite faculty members to join me in class and just observe how I do in regards to
answering the questions. Another resources that I would like to consider having a SCOT (Students
Consulting on Teaching) observe my teaching with particular requests that they look for moments
where students disengage from the discussions and where they see my responses running too long.
Another aspect of my teaching that I have worked extensively on this summer is the structure of the
syllabus and the outline of the courses I will be teaching in the Fall 2016. I want to make sure that
students have access at the beginning of the semester to everything they will need during the course.
My goal is to be fully transparent with students so that they can see and understand the end goals of
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the course and how each lecture and assignment contribute to the objectives and the justification for
the skills and content they will master through their participation. I have carefully studied the writing
of Jonathan Z. Smith on the subject of syllabus creation (with particular emphasis on religion) in his
On Teaching Religion Essays by Jonathan Z. Smith (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013). In order to
create a working syllabus for a world religions survey course, Smith has helped me see that necessity
of making design and arguments of the course explicit and develop a course that allows students to
apply the content and skill mastery to a broader set of circumstances outside of the scope of the
course. Thus, I have created an explicit justification for each assignment that fits within the specific
expected outcomes for the class.
One of the goals of this structural reshaping project is to create opportunities to for students to be
more reflective on their learning from beginning to end. In order to do this, I will be informally and
formally asking students about their learning process throughout the semester and will incorporate
learning opportunities for them that require a reflective mind so that they are conscious of how and
what they are learning.
One of the criticisms raised by my former department chair was that students found parts of the
class uninteresting. I will be working on my content presentation to improve this aspect of my
teaching. In order to do so, I will also develop a series of online interviews with religious leaders and
practitioners so that they can share why they find their faith so compelling and allow students to
engage with these without having to travel to visit locations of worship. I will include as my project
for which I am applying for the Course Development Project grant proposal (see attached) a
deliverable audio and video recording that could also be used by other faculty in my department
who teach this course. In order to complete these interviews and make them of high enough quality,
I will use the money to purchase basic, but essential recording equipment (microphone, headset,
etc.). This will allow me to either invite the speaker to BYU and conduct it here or take this
equipment with me when I travel and visit other communities. My students consistently say that the
opportunities to engage with others and learn from them is a highlight of the class. I believe that this
will provide yet another avenue for students to engage the material and see how our classroom
discussions about the individual religions feel when they become lived religion rather than textbook
religion. During the Winter semester 2016 I sat in on Greg Wilkinson’s Eastern Religions course to
see if I could draw from him any ideas that might be helpful on how to better teach my courses and
learned so much that I would like to continue to visit faculty classes and draw upon their expertise in
the future.
In addition to my work specific to my class, I will be carrying on with my fairly aggressive reading
schedule of books about teaching college courses. On my agenda are the following books: José
Antonio Bowen, Teaching Naked: How Moving Technology Out of Your Classroom Will Improve Student
Learning (San Francisco: John Wiley and Sons, 2012); Thomas A. Wayment, To Teach as Jesus Taught:
11 Attributes of a Master Teacher (Springville, UT: Cedar Fort, 2009); and Linda K. Wertheimer, Faith
Ed.: Teaching About Religion in An Age of Intolerance (Boston: Beacon Press, 2015). I will use these
books to find new ways and means to help students experience the learning process more fully and
with greater appreciation for the BYU experience.
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II. Scholarship Self-Assessment
I have learned a couple of very important lessons in regards to the scholarship component of this
position in the past year. I have tried to focus much of my time on trying to find avenues to publish
for a Latter-day Saint audience and in doing so, have moved further than I had hoped away from my
most important project in Russian history. I have my proposal and several chapters of my book into
Indiana University Press and am anticipating hearing back from them soon on their decision soon. I
am confident I will find a university press for this project within the next few months.
I have tried to fit my work into the various categories required by our college guidelines for CFS. I
will publish two or three articles this year that will fit within the “gospel scholarship” category and
one in an academic journal in my research field in 2016. I also have one that is currently slated to be
published in January 2017 through Indiana University Press is an edited volume. One of the great
challenges for me has been to find the right balance of time and effort to fit all of my publications in
each of the categories. I am confident I will have a good body of work to show by the time of my
third year review.
I am working carefully through much of my book manuscript to have it fully ready when a press
accepts the book for publication. I have fully rewritten the book twice now and am finalizing the
concluding chapter this month so as to have it prepared to include in the manuscript when the press
sends it out for review. In the future, I plan to devote more of my time to the Russian and Jewish
projects that I have slated right now and will work on the gospel scholarship requirements when I
see opportunities for them to fit into specific publications that I am targeting. I am also planning to
write an article that will be based upon my reading of George M. Marsden, The Outrageous Idea of
Christian Scholarship (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997) and Jonathan Z. Smith, On Teaching
Religion Essays by Jonathan Z. Smith, edited by Christopher I. Lehrich (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2013). This article will attempt to navigate a Latter-day Saint scholars perspective on the two
works and show how both of these contribute to BYU Religious Education’s purposes and goals.
I have committed myself to an intensive writing schedule (1500 words per day, 4 days a week) for
the past six months. This has been extremely useful for pulling together the various loose strands on
a number of projects. I tend to write in the morning when I don’t have other meetings or classes. I
will continue to maintain this schedule for the next six months and then revisit and reflect on any
modifications that need to occur. I have tried to seclude myself in my office for this and avoid
scheduling any meetings during these hours. I also participated in the workshop provided through
CTL and have employed many of the writing techniques discussed there.
Scholarship strategies Project
My scholarship project is to publish my book with the best academic press possible. I am working
toward this now and feel that I am close to having it complete. In order to complete the project, I
will dedicate this summer to finishing the manuscript and having it in the hands of a press by
September 1. The project will require a significant amount of time to respond to reviewers’
comments (most likely) and preparing the final manuscript for publication. I will be in Ukraine part
of this summer working on locating a few last sources so that I can finalize my last chapter and will
then simply need to be cleaning up sections and preparing the full manuscript. In connection with
this project I have the manuscript out to scholars in my field for their informal reviews which I will
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incorporate into my manuscript. This is an essential step and one that I am grateful for willing
scholars who are able to comment on it and improve the overall project and strengthen the
individual parts. To date, the department and Religious Studies have both been incredibly supportive
of this project and have funded my research. I have also received grants from external resources
(Princeton University, ASU Jewish Studies Center) to assist in this research. I anticipate that this will
continue to be the case (as long as I can get this finished in the near future).
This project is the most important one I have on the burner now and the completion of it would set
me on a path to successfully passing my Third Year Review and Sixth Year Review. It seems that the
university is expecting more scholarship to the outside academy from us and this book will be a
significant contribution to the field and therefore, this must be my first priority during the coming
months.
The planned schedule for this project is as follows:
June – July 2016 – finalize last research trip for this project in Lviv, Ukraine and Kyiv, Ukraine.
August 30, 2016 – submit the full manuscript to the press for external review
December 15, 2016 – finish any recommended changes and adjustments based on reviews
January 15, 2017 – submit revised manuscript back to the press
April 2017 – address any lingering issues with the manuscript
In connection with this book manuscript, I have a future project that I would like to see happen just
after my third year review. I plan to organize a conference with leading scholars from the Russian
Religious History field and bring them to BYU for a two-day event that will highlight recent shifts in
the religious landscape of Russia and Eastern Europe. The goal for this would be to publish an
edited volume on the heels of the conference with some of the papers. This would be an
international conference that would bring greater attention to BYU and our work here.
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III. Citizenship Self-Assessment
One of the areas where I feel that I am succeeding currently is the Citizenship requirements for my
department. During the past 8 months, I have actively engaged in formal and informal citizenship
opportunities. I have actively worked on the various committees that I have been assigned to and
will continue to do so. During the next year and a half, I want to see opportunities to broaden my
scope to external organizations and associations, thereby expanding my reach as a scholar and
developing new avenues for citizenship. The committees that I am currently working with include:
1. Religious Outreach Board: I currently serve as a Richard L. Evans Fellow and I am one of
the organizers and participants of the Jewish-Latter-day Saint Dialogue. I am currently
editing a volume of speeches given here at BYU as part of the Faith, Family, Society lecture
series.
2. Friday Forum Committee for Religious Education
3. MA thesis committee member for two students
4. BYU Religious Education Student Symposium Committee
5. BYU Scholarly and Creative Works Grant Reviewer
6. Book Reviewer for The Russian Review: An American Quarterly Devoted to Russia Past and Present
Citizenship Project
For my citizenship project as part of the Faculty Development Plan, I would like to see our faculty
engage with each other’s scholarship at all stages. In order to do this, I will propose to begin an
informal discussion group within the department and will invite anyone who wants to join where we
discuss an article, celebrate a recent book, or simply help each other navigate the challenges of
scholarship. I have participated in the University led Writing Group (with marginal success) but
want to find ways to strengthen my own writing and seek feedback from faculty while also
recognizing the accomplishments that we make along the way.
This project will require some faculty buy in and in order to accomplish this I want to visit each of
their offices this summer and early fall semester to encourage them to join us, submit pieces for
discussion, and then ask them to participate in a “Writer’s Discussion” when they publish
something. From my limited experience here, I see a lack of interest in what others are working on
that might be strengthened if we could make it a habit of reading each other’s work in a low-stakes
environment rather than simply having it show up on our desk for formal review from an editor, or
simply never knowing that such a piece was being worked on. I realize that not all faculty will want
to participate, but I want to make this an opportunity to support one another. I would like to
organize these events to function within our weekly schedules and will establish a time and place for
these events to occur regularly.
In connection with this project, I would like to host brown-bag lunches to discuss recent faculty
publications, outstanding articles, and provide opportunities for faculty to celebrate each other’s
accomplishments. I have benefited from such events in the past where I was privileged to hear from
authors who have shared insights into the writing process, helped motivate me at times to keep
going, and generally reflected on the art of writing. Such events would allow us to develop a culture
of engagement with each other’s work and allow for greater collegiality, while also allowing us to
discuss new ideas. One of the added benefits of such events would be to learn from one another—
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particularly from those who have struggled through the process of writing a book and successfully
done so. It is anticipated that these events might occur once a semester (or more) based upon books
published and interest. I also anticipate that there may be opportunities to include students in such
events as well.
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Department Chair, Church History and Doctrine
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Faculty Development Project Proposal Fall 2016
Name
Church History and Doctrine
Brigham Young University
As part of my Faculty Development Plan for my Survey of World Religions (REL C 351) I will be
interviewing and recording discussions with religious leaders and lay practitioners from Judaism,
Buddhism, Catholicism, Islam, and other religious traditions to create a series of short (10 minute)
“Insight Builder” activities. One of the difficult parts of teaching World Religions at Brigham Young
University is that many of the students feel there is little opportunity to learn from local, religious
individuals who are not members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This will be an
opportunity for students to put a face to their textbook and classroom discussions from within the
communities that we study.
In order to accomplish this project, I will need to buy a few items that will be used for the creation
of recordings. The $300 grant award would most likely cover the extent of the material I would need
to buy but will seek supplementary funds first from my department and the Kennedy Center to help
with any travel costs or other related costs. I will likely need one or two microphones ($80.00 each),
a small, inexpensive camera ($200.00 – I may be able to borrow a department camera on occasion)
and headsets. The idea behind this is that I need to produce a high-quality recording that will not
eliminate the need for the off-campus visits, but supplement them with new insights into why
religious people follow the various faiths and how their faith enriches their life.
These interviews will be conducted at BYU (whenever possible) but will also require that I travel out
to synagogues, mosques, or churches to meet with people. I will be working with friends of mine
from these various faiths and will seek opportunities to engage them and build bridges for BYU. As
part of this, I will seek to make these interviews accessible for colleagues who teach courses related
to these various religions (Survey of the History of Christianity, Survey of World Religions, Survey
of Eastern Religions, Survey of Judaism and Islam) so that their students can also learn from these
encounters.
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Every fall, BYU Religious Education
hosts the annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium. Since 1973, the Sidney B. Sperry Symposium at
BYU has become one of the premier venues for Latter-day Saint religious study. Today's Sperry
Symposium influences thousands through seminars and publications. The symposium originated to
encourage faith-based religious Scholarship on Latter-day Saint topics. The published collection of
papers from the Sperry Symposium represents the work of more than 275 authors producing more
than 600 articles. I will provide information to when we get closer.
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