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Personal Statement
As a professor and researcher in the School of Communications at Brigham Young
University, I commit to meeting the aims and mission of a BYU education through
engaged and mentored learning, while also developing as leading researcher in my area
of scholarship. That objective has been my personal statement for each university I have
previously taught but the most remarkable part of my employment at BYU is that I get
to embrace that edict in partnership with the Gospel of Christ. I commit to framing my
pedagogical and scholarship efforts through faith. I understand the unique opportunities placed upon those employed at BYU and I seek to represent my faith, colleagues,
and students in a way that reflects my stewardship as professor of this great institution.

Teaching: Strengths and Growth Areas

Strengths
I have a strong understanding of my field and I believe that knowledge is manifest in my classroom.
I seek to stretch my student’s abilities and consistently ask that they try harder and go farther in their work.
In my teacher evaluations, I generally score at or above the averages for the School of Communications.
My evaluations generally reflect my commitment to the students and my passion for their success.
I try to respond quickly to emails, be cordial in my correspondence, and patient in my tone.
I create an active and engaged classroom, where students work together to develop problem solving aptitude
and the technical skills required for employment in the field.

Areas of Growth
I am committed to creating a spiritually strengthening pedagogy; however, it has been a challenge finding
ways to infuse gospel principles into the classroom experience. I have developed habits from teaching at other institutions (keeping the material strictly secular) that have created artificial personal barriers for me, and
which keep me from directly infusing the spirit into the classroom. I would like to improve in that regard.
I constantly seek ways to bring more active learning opportunities into the classroom. I feel like I do an adequate job but I can improve.
I would like to experiment with more advanced technology in the classroom. I do several writing seminars in
my courses and I would like to develop a process that allows students and professor to work on editing scripts
in a collective environment where all can see and participate.
I would like to develop a higher proficiency in the technical skills necessitated in my field. That knowledge
will be passed onto my students and allow for a more dynamic classroom experience.
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Teaching: Short-term/Long-term Goals

Short-term Objectives (1-3 years)
Work with the Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) to develop a purposeful course outline.
Read Educating Zion, the text given to those who attended the Faculty Development Seminar.
Use the SCOT resource provided by the CTL.
Enroll in the DSLR basics course offered through the Harold B. Lee Library.
Persistently seek out unique in-class activities and case studies that promote critical thinking and create an
engaged learning environment.
Incorporate tests of student knowledge to better measure their mastery of the material and to be flexible in
my course outline to provide time to address issues that arise.
Evaluate my course objectives and assessments to be sure they are appropriate for the course and meet stated
objectives.
Pray each day before classes so that I may receive divine help.
Invite faculty colleagues into my classroom this next academic year for peer evaluation and implement their
suggestions into my teaching methodology.

Long-term Objectives (3-5 years)
I have high expectations as an educator. My goal for my teaching evaluation scores are to meet or exceeded
the standard set in the School of Communications.
I would like to see my average course GPA drop by a point. I often teach small, upper-level courses where
students generally perform well. I feel the grading and expectancy is rigorous but perhaps there is room to
implement more comprehensive assessments that can make getting an “A” more challenging.
Contribute to the development of a revamped News Media Sequence.
Develop and implement an upper-level content creation course in sports media that fits seamlessly within
the News Media lab design.
Develop an Olympics mentored learning experience where I take news media students to Summer (or possibly Winter) Olympic games to cover events for our news programs and other distribution partners.
Get more involved with the graduate program and teach at least one graduate-level course in the next five
years (preferably a research methods course).
Each summer enroll in at least one summer software training course offered by the Harold B. Lee Library.
Possible courses include: After Effects, DSLR basics, Illustrator, and Photoshop.
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Scholarship Projects

Strengths
I have developed a clear line of research in the area of sports communication.
I maintain a project cue of at least three to four articles in various states of development. I like to plan out
my research agenda a year in advance but I also try to be flexible as ideas evolve or new opportunities arise.
My work is appealing to journals and I maintain a high submission-to-acceptance rate to the journals where
I submit my work.
I understand the standard for producing scholarship in my area is high and I consistently get accepted to
present my work at the leading conferences in my field.
I have published articles as a solo author, as a two-person team, and in larger groups.
I network well and enjoy collaborating on projects with scholars from other institutions.
My findings are relevant and I look for opportunities for my scholarship to inform what I do in the classroom.
Much of my work emulates and/or builds off what the leading scholars are doing – especially at this point
in my formative years as a scholar. I want to develop successful and well-developed scholarship habits. I feel
that emulating and building off—in some cases working with—the leading scholars in my area will help me
develop and maintain this skill set.

Areas of Growth
Consistently publish in the top journals in my field.
I would also like to expand the types of journals to which I submit. Most of my work is published in the
leading sports communication journals, but I would like to get more works published in broader communication publications. This will better promote my work and provide a more well-rounded CV.
Utilize conferences to expand my research network; seek out the top scholars at these gatherings and propose joint projects in hopes of working with them.
Use the summer months more effectively. Often times, I do most of my work in the Fall and Winter semesters when I’m the busiest and, at times, it can create a hectic work environment in the weeks leading to
submission deadlines. I want to use the summer months for more data collection and analysis – freeing up
the semester for writing and revisions.
Diversify my list of publications to include book chapters, book reviews, and other publishable works.
Diversify my methodological approach. Most of what I do is quantitative but I would like to incorporate
more qualitative and historical methodologies in my research.
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Scholarship: Short-term/Long-term Goals

Short-term Objectives (1-3 years)
Publish three scholarly articles and one book chapter that are currently under review.
Operationalize and submit for presentation (and afterwards, publication) the next five research projects in
my cue prior to my third-year review.
Make better use of the Faculty Editing Service. I have used the service once before and found it to be extremely helpful.
Become more familiar with the School of Communication’s rank and status document.
Develop a list of leading journals in my field and consult it before I submit works for publishing. I hope
this will help me diversify the my publishing agenda.
Set aside 2-hour blocks for writing each day not in the classroom. As deadlines approach, expand those
blocks to four hours.
Strive to have at least two works under review at all times.
Strive to have at least three more projects in development at all times.
Work with at least one colleague—either from the School of Communication or outside it—on each quantitative and/or qualitative article under development.
However, I do want at least one more solo authored work on my CV before my six-year review. I plan to
develop one more historical journal article in the next two years and get it published before my sixth-year.

Long-term Objectives (3-5 years)
Develop three research projects each year that lead to peer-reviewed journal articles.
Expand my network of co-authors.
Publish in a variety of communication journals – not just journals specific to my narrow field.
Publish at least two articles with colleagues at BYU.
Publish a variety of works including peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, book reviews, etc..
Expand my methodological approach to include more qualitative and historical approaches.
Apply for both external and internal grants to help fund conference attendance and research development.
If awarded Continuing Faculty Status, I would like to turn my dissertation into a book. I have shopped
it around to several publishers already but I do not have the time at this point to obtain a contract and
complete the necessary revisions. I see it more as a project for full professor.
Faculty Development Plan: Romney

6

Research Project Timeline: Short-term

Short-term Publication Goals (1-2 years)
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Research Project Timeline: Long-term

Long-term Publication Agenda (2 - 3 years)

Research Project

Status

Harrison, G., Hull, K., Romney, M., & Pegoraro, A. (2018).
"How Race, Gender, and American Politics Influenced User
Discourse Surrounding the Jemele Hill Controversy."

Paper competed – summer 2018. To be submitted to
journal fall 2018.

Olympics, race, and gender visual framing
(lead author)

Under development – summer 2018. To be submitted
to the Broadcast Educators Association, 2019

Division I teams, race, and gender visual framing
(second author)

Under development – summer 2018. To be submitted
to International Communications Association, 2019

Instagram, sports networks, narrative, and visual framing
(lead author)

Under development – summer 2018. To be submitted
to Association of Educators in Journalism and Mass
Communication, 2019

Twitter, sports journalists, stick to sports, and bias.
(second author)

Under development – summer 2018. To be submitted
to the Broadcast Educators Association, 2019

Twitter, sports journalists, and minorities in sports
(lead author)

Under development – summer 2018. To be submitted
to Association of Educators in Journalism and Mass
Communication, 2019.

Twitter, gender, harassment
(second author)

Under development – summer 2018. To be submitted
to Association of Educators in Journalism and Mass
Communication, 2019.

Romney, M. (under development) Herb Jepko and the AllNight Listener: A Uses and Gratifications Analysis of the
First Nationwide Interactive Audience.
(solo author)

Under development – fall 2018. To be submitted to
Association of Educators in Journalism and Mass
Communication, 2020
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Course Development Project
Name
Assistant Professor
School of Communications
June 2018

Course Development Project

Featured course
Comms 486 Advanced Reporting

Course Adjustment
In June 2018, I attended a three-day seminar with Mike Johnson from BYU’s Center for Teaching and Learning. Together, we brainstormed ways in which I could improve my course outcomes. The seminar focused
on creating a clear statement of purpose, learning outcomes, and proper assessment techniques. The seminar
was enlightening and as a result, I have revamped my advanced reporting course to better meet pedagogical
best practices. In the following sections, I outline ways in which my new syllabus reflects these changes. I
also include the syllabus in my report.
Course purpose. The original statement of purpose communicated the reason for the class but it
was convoluted and perhaps too wordy. The new course purpose is much more succinct and focuses
explicitly on what students will be asked to learn during the course.
Learning objectives. My original learning objectives were robust, overly inclusive, and honestly, not
directly in line with what students were doing in the course. As the course evolved over the years, I
realized that I strayed from the original learning outcomes, which rendered several of them obsolete.
Mike challenged us to be poignant, direct, and concise with our new learning objectives. I believe
that what is now manifest, is better in line with what I am hoping students take away from the course.
Assessment. Of the three, this is the area which I did the least tweaking. Mike stressed utilizing best
practices in test questions (which we do little of in this course) and providing detailed rubrics for
assignments, which clearly outline how students will be assessed. My rubrics were already detailed
and in line with best practices; nevertheless, I did make a few adjustments to our story rubric that will
more clearly outline students social media expectations. That is something that I have incorporated
more into my courses the last few semesters, and it was helpful to use tips from the seminar to nail
down how these new assignments will be assessed.
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Course Development Project

Comms 486
Advanced Broadcast Reporting

COURSE PURPOSE
This course will teach you to discover, analyze, synthesize, and present visually compelling
stories that connect with your target audience.

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Identify and generate visually compelling stories:
• Research, analyze, synthesize, and organize information for your stories.
• Analyze information, deconstruct it, and present it in a compelling/interesting way that
has meaning to ElevenNews audiences
• Students will apply proper storytelling methodology to their stories
• Utilize/experiment with new platforms to distribute visual stories

Dr. Name

E-mail: Name@byu.edu
Twitter: @Mromney7
Office: #328
Phone (801) 422-0868

Slack Information
Channel:
#Comms486w18

My Office Phone
Number:
(801) 422- 0868

Class Times

Lab Days/Times

M/W/F
1:00 - 1:50 pm

M/T/W/Th/F
8 am - 12:50 pm
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Course Development Project
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Course Development Project
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Course Development Project
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Course Development Plan Grant Proposal
Name
Assistant Professor
School of Communications
June 2018

Course Development Project

Course Development Plan Grant Proposal – Drone Module
Courses
*Comms 486 Advanced Reporting
Comms 239 Introduction to Journalism
* I would use the drone primarily in this course but I may also include it in the into course

Statement of Need
Emerging technology has altered how news and information is gathered and disseminated audiences. Drones, with HD cameras attached, are one of the tools that organizations are utilizing in their
methods. These devices offer all types of videographers opportunities to get creative visuals otherwise
inaccessible. The cost to own and maintain drons has dropped over the last several years and, now,
there are several entry-level models that make them a viable option for videographers. I would like to
use funds from this grant to purchase an entry-level drone for my advanced news reporting class and
teach the students, in a mentored-learning environment, how these machines can improve their visual
storytelling. I could also include a drone module in the entry-level Comms 239 course - if the module
proves successful in the more advanced course.
The teaching module would include:
Two class periods focused on how drones can enhance visual storytelling
The various types of drones how they are used to gather news
Basic flight information and restrictions
Basic flight instruction
One class where I physically pilot the craft and allow the students to see it function in real time.
**An optional fourth class period could include inviting a professional drone pilot employed by local
news organizations to speak to the class (for example both the Universe and KSL have staff who are
certified pilots).
The Drone
Holy Stone GPS Quadcopter RC Drone 100 with camera live video and GSP return.
Total costs: $279.00
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Scholarship Strategies Project
Name
Assistant Professor
School of Communications
June 2018

Scholarship Strategies Project

Summary
My scholarship adds to the growing body of sports communication research. I have an established
pipeline that leads to several publications each year in the top journals in my field. I generally work as
the first or second author on my publications and I actively seek to work with some of the top scholars
in my area. I’m congnizant about how quality research is developed but I need to prioritize my time and
be more efficient with my work to accomplish the research goals I have established for myself. In this
document, I outline what measures that I, and my faculty mentor, have identified as the pathway to help
me accomplish my research objectives to fulfill the scholarship portion of the School of Communication’s Rank and Status requirements.
Broadly, my scholarship strategies include consistent writing times, continued collaboration with top
scholars in my area, regular academic conference attendance (where I present research), expanding
the group of journals in which my work is published, utilizing graduate and undergraduate students as
research assistants, and always be in a consistent stage of project development and manuscript submission.
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Scholarship Strategies: Ideas & Analysis

Gathering Ideas
Block out time each week to review the top journals in my field to help spur ideas for future research.
Attended university sanctioned research symposiums to stimulate research ideas.
Chat with colleagues about their research and look for opportunities to collaborate.
Utilize students: what are they interested in, what social platforms do they use, how do they access sports
news and information, how is that information constructed?
Network with like-minded scholars at national conferences such as ICA, NCA, IACS, and AEJMC.
Join journal, division, and interest group listservs and/or online groups to stay connected with what other
top scholars are working on.

Research and Data Analysis
Publish three journal articles (or their equivalent) each year.
Block out consistent time each week for data analysis.
Regularly meet (via videoconference) with co-authors to discuss, plan, and benchmark research projects.
Apply for research grants that can help fund projects.
Utilize undergraduate and graduate students in my data collection and analysis.
Diversify my methodological approach. I mostly publish quantitative papers but I would like to expand
to qualitative and history methodologies.
Begin working on a solo authored work beginning in the fall 2018 with hopes for publication in 2019 or
2020.
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Course Development Project

Writing
Block out each week consistent times to write. It works best for me to write on days I do not teach and/
or after classes conclude for the day (late afternoon).
Write as I go, rather than once the data is collected. I write most of the literature reviews for the articles
I co-author. I find it best to get that part of the article done early so it can help speed things along and
better frame how we write the results and discussion sections. I would like to maintain that effort on all
future projects.
Take better advantage of the Faculty Publishing Service.
Participate in university-sponsored writing seminars, whenever possible.

Feedback
Regularly submit manuscripts to the Faculty Publishing Service.
Seek out feedback on my manuscripts from my faculty mentor and others within the School.
Deliver semi-monthly reports to my faculty mentor on my research progress.
Ask research assistants to look over manuscripts to better refine my writing, prose, and the conclusions
I present within the document.
Ask for feedback on nearly-completed manuscripts from top scholars in the field.

Publishing
Publish at least three scholarly articles (or their equivalent) each year for the next five years (and then
reassess at that juncture).
Expand the journals I regularly publish to include not just the top publications in my field but also the
broader spectrum of communication journals.
Read and notate the School of Communication’s research expectations, as outlined in the rank and
status document.
Compile a list of leading journals in my field and consult it before I submit works for publishing.
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Course Development Project

Method of Evaluating Success
Take time each Friday to review my productivity for the week and recalibrate or recommit if necessary.
In monthly meetings with my mentor, discuss my productivity, strategies and goals. I anticipate that
these meetings will help keep me on target for CFS publication expectancies.
When the opportunity permits, keep my director and dean informed of my progress and solicit advice
when needed.
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